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Sent (by me THOMAS CRAFoRD) 
(2 Y TO THE * 


| Lord Ambaſſadour of Amſterdam, 


Now reſident in ENGL AN ÞD. 


| Ia this Letter ] repeatunto him, 1. How unjuſtly, wickedly 8 
tyrannically the Magiſtrates of Amſterdam did dcal by me, 
( as itap; ears from Pag. 1. to the end of the 6.) All bcing 
tor my voluntary acting, in writing, printing, and ſpeaking 

- againſt fiſt che Biſhops and their Hierarchy, and the Tyranny 
of the King; and now {ince in maintaining this our preſent . 
Governments Caule, 


Secondly I require reſtitution and fatisfa&ion for my goods 
they took from me by violence, and my Eftate,wherein they 
denied to do me any right for rezovery of it; azalſo great 
Eſtates of other mens, for whom I ated. (Pag.7.) 


And laftly, I declare (from Pag.$. to the end ) how ungrateful 
the Hollanders have been unto us, devouring us like a Moth 
in former times; but now ſince oug warres and troubles, 


they have plaid their parts like Lions. 
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©r- Right Honmurable, , 

IR, Thave oft been at yoyr houſe to.ſpeak with 
you, but could not; acud the laſt time,your men 
told me that I might tell them my buſines which 
I had to you, and they wouldtell ic you. (And 
ſecing that you the Magiftrates "4 Amſterdam 
have made ſo bold without cauſe to break © 

my houſe, and to take away all my goods,and to deny me of all 

right of Law 2gainſt any man that owed me monies, or that 
wronged me or did violence unto my perſon,or took away my 
ron by violence; and when after nine years ſuffering I ma- 

ing but a little complaint, you #0ok me and threw me tnto 

priſon, threatning to put me to death ; and after five weeks im- 

priſonmentart that time, you forbad methe Town for foure 

years, without ever proving any thing againftme: So thatT 

(uffer the want of my Eftate lying out in Amſterdam, with that 

which you took from me, above 26000 Guilders; and of other 

mens in A&ions which I had in Commiſſton., above 200000 

Guilders,which belong to Mercharfcs herein Englar4who al (6 

ſaffer: ) I make bold to trouble you with thefe following 


Lines. 


T He heat of your perſecuring of me, you began in the year 1639. when 


you from time to time took away my Books trom the Preſſe every where 

where I had put them to Printing , and db keep then ro this .day:; as 
namely, The wounding of the Beaft , the Power of Prinses , the Wu-biſhopiag of 
Timothy and Titus, the Diſcovery of the MyStcry"of iniquity, arid the Looking- 
e/aſſe for Prelates, with-many other ſmall Tra&tares, (they all being againſt the 
Hierarchy of the Biſhops, and Tyranny of the King ) all which coſt me a grear 
charge to reprintCzain ; And you oft-times apprehended me and pur me- in 
priſon, but never ould prove them to belong unto meco this day ; now 
I confeſle them to. be of —_— chaige and purting to che Preſle, for a light 
co our Engliſh Nation , who wandered in darknefic and blindnyſte ;and-igno- 
rance and ſuperſtition ; and th&orhers which would not 2»@ jp the: Braff, 
were in priſon or in baniſhment in forreign Countries , orelſe indecrerremore 


places'within the Land , every day'in pur of I ne TT; 1p and 
whipping, l:tring of Noſes, _ off cheir Eares ; Ull now God of his mercy 
hath raiſcd us Deliverers within Heſe Y later yeazs, 4 
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It ſcemed your wrath being; ſo hot againſt me, as to weary me of the Town, 
ey to every one to take away my goods and do me what. 


making me a y my 
_—_ -— eaſe" , and 1 ſhould have no benchi of che Law againſt them z 

as preſ@ ly inthe ſame year 1639 did appear, when your own Tenant Tl. ,m.45 

Stafford took from me 7000 Guilders worth of Engliſh Bibles 7 ſolio, and 

I call'd him before your Bench of Juſtice , bur could hare none neither defini 

tive nor provincial ſentence, yer I would nor give ovcr ,but did hope. 

So in the year 1642, a plot was to apprehend me, and I was putup into the 
rop of a Steeple , (-Benmgcorch being Preſident, and- chick cauſe of purring 
me there, he being ene that makes Judginent ſubordinate ro tation when he 
pleaſes ) and after the end of 17 dayes,the cry and noiſe of the City crying our 
upon ſhame that I ſhould loſe my (ods and be ſo vilely uſed roo, they were 
athamed to keep me in the top of the ſteeple any longer , bur ſent for me out 
and ſer me free, prerending thar they were miſ-informed by Thoxrzs Stafford, 
but yct for all that.would do me no right upon my Cauſe denending in their 
Court for my 7000 Guilders worth of Bibles, unto this day; and no man 
which owed me any mony, would pay in a penny, becauſe they knew that your 
Bench would do me no Sentence ; bur it any man could invent any thing a- 
gainſt me , he was a welcome man unto them. Which moſt remarkably was 
manifeſted about the year 1645. when. a great __— here in London, one 
Edwaid Carleton, againſt whom 7 had a Suit depending in law in your Court, 
He and.1 having ſome hot words, Carlcton calPd me Knave; to which 1 anſwer- 
ed, that he was a Knave which would have been an Officer to betray the City 
of London into the hands of Cavaliers, and to that end was liſted at Oxford 
by the King in-the A& or Liſt of 4i7ay ; yet in all this 1 did nor ſay that he 
was one, Jhewek I knew it well that he. was one of the chief Officers in the 
bloody Plot wich God brought o..t in time ; for 7ohz Goble the brother of 
Richard Goble who was ſervant to Thomas and the ſaid Edward (Carleton , had 
cold me all the paſſages of it bur few dayes before ,* and that the ſaid Carleton 
went under Bail ar that very time; yet 1 having not my witnefſe by was cauti- 
ous in ſaying that he was the man. Bur this Car/eron thinking ro have me our 
ot the way when rhe foreſaid depending Cauſe came to be tried , which trial 
was to be within four or five dayes , he with the aſſiſtance of many other Ma- 
lignaars ( hoping to get a Nouſuit ) made means to Sir /1i{{:am Boſwel the 
Kings Agent, ar to Sir Dudlev Carleton, and to Mr, Foln /Yebſter, to go unto 
the Lords and itiform them thac 1 had highly injured this Carleton, and that I 
ſhould be fined ina grearſumme to pay rom for ſcandalizing him , and char 
I ſhould lie in-priſon until I had paid.it him, Your Bench being glad of any 
occaſion mares 1 me right or wrong, ſent their Underſheriffe 2d terch'd me off 
the Exchange at full Chai. ge-time , and there I was put in priſon: then after 
certain dayes I was brought before the full Bench , nr they all fell a _ 


on me at once , and that I had injured and was ſuch an enemy to the King 
his friends, that I ought nor to be ſuffered ro liy*, much lefle ro remain in their 

Town.. I demanded what lawful proof Carletgz «could produce againſt me > 
but he could nor p.oduce any , nor the *8ench which fo. reproached me 
withour proof ; yer contra y to all right they would procecd to forbid me the 


Town ; bur one of your chjicteſt Common-councel men ( Advocate ——_ 
oc 
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Roch hearing of it whar was determined the nexr day to be pronounced , he 
flood up, and told them thar if they did ſo proceed againſt me , ir mighe 
happen that it might be revenges again, if the Parliament ſhouid come 
to be maſter in 7K z whereupon ar' that time they would releaſe me, ma- 
king me to promiſe them that I would not reveale , nor be an inſtrumene to 
__rxrouble the Taid Carleton when he came agCn into England; which I was 
. *-enforced ro doe, or elſe they faid they would baniſh me : ſo with 36 Guilders 
for charges, I was let free for that time again. 

Now about nine moneths efter, the times ſcemed to you to be wholly on the 
Kirgs-fide , the Scots ar Newcaſlle, the Common-councel of London, Maſſie, 
Poins, and #aller, and a velp great parr of the Parliament were turned all for 
the King, andin all haſtc to fer him upon the Royal Throne, there to wipe has 
mouth, like the Whore inche Proverbs, as if he had done nothing. Againſt 
which Maſter Cal/ener made an Oration in the Parliament Houſe , ſhew- 
ing his Fellow-members whar a dangerous thing it was to begin to treat 
with the Scots, concerning what ſhould be done with the ſaid King, in the dif- 
poſing or ordering of him; to which Oration there was one that writ a 
Sophiſtical Anſwer on the Kings behalf , and citles it An Anſwer with- 
out dooves, and ſets no name toit z ro which Anſwer, another comes and writes 
a Reply unto him, and Titles his Book , .An Anſwer ts the Anſwer without 
doores; wherein he; plainty ſhews how y ought to diſpdſe of the King, as 
Samuel did with Agag, 1 Sam. 15.33, and Joſhua did with 31 Kirgs, whens 
be hanged up in one day , Zoſh.12.24 with many ſuſfcient Arguments from the 
Word of God and Laws ot men ; [That the ſword which had made ſo many 
widdows and Fatherleſſe ſhould make his .wife a Widdow, and his Childres 
Fatherl:ſe forever. ] and that this 'b oody T rant ought nor” to live : This 
Book being Printed in 'Erg/and , one of them was ſent over to Mr. oh 
T;aſiea Merchant in Amſterdam, who did lend it me to read , and I lent it un- 
to one 1/:/tiam watſon an Engliſh-man, and an Elder of the Eng'1ſh-Church in 
«Amflerdam , and he and his Church newly turned from the Prrllamene by 
the deluſion of this ſubtile martchivilian #'a!ſan , who had brought in Maſter 
Maiden and Maſter Price rwo great MalignantPreachers , and of the 4rmi- 
ain faion , to be Miniſters of the ſaid Engliſh-Church x, 80 this ſaid william 
watſon with the reſt of the chiefeſt of the Engl:ſhrburch and other malignants, 
wcnt unto the Lords of the Bench and carried the aforeſaid Book , and in- 
formed- them that I had both Written and Printed it, and that ir rended to 
the raking away of the Sp Life ; This Yatſon and the reſt of the Engiiſh- 
church, turn-c..', thought by this manifeſtation. of their affeAtion ro the 
King they ſhould make a ſufficient atonement by ſacrificing of me for all their 
ankaetien for the former * time, that they had declared themſelves 
affeted to the Parliament; the Bench being alſo as it ſeemed very glad to 
ſhew and manifeſt their love ro%he King by facriticing of me , did preſently 
go with Peningcock, Pater, anq the two Schours, and breake open my 
doores, and for three parts of three dayes together RK." nothing but ſearch and 
tumble over and over all my Books in both my Ware-houſes ( conſiſting of 


above nine thouſand)diſordering and ſhaking them,being in heaps, looſe ſheers 
unbound and -ungathered ; And A" they had Suri ih 
> 


iligently ſearched, and 
ye 
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yer-could finde none bur Bibles, and other godly divine books ; then like a8 
Herod deſtroyed all undty twoyear's old , to be ſure, fo would they ; they took. 
all my Gods and carried them away and laid them in the Common-hall in 
the Town-houſe , where the Courts are held , for a ſpeculation or ſhew, and ro 
affright others from ___ Parliaments part ; and whoſoever would might 
viſit my writing-Books a Royenlngs, with the Accounts of mine and other 
mens , away what they pleaſed , as they did ; and many cut their rec- 
koning-our of my Debr book ,* and this continued for two years. And I for 
my-part gornotice when firſt they broke open my, rwo Ware-houſes , and that 
it was for this Book, which I was innocent of , and that if I had been within, 
they would have apprehended mes they alwayes before had uſed to doe ; bur 
I preſently-wene unto the Hague , for the Aſſiſtance of our Agent Mr. Strick- 
Ld which] thought had been there,burt when I cap-:,he was gone to England; 
ſo I fecretly repaired umto the aforeſaid Adyocate Rock , whe Had been alwaics 
my-very loving friend , and one of the chief wiſe men of the City, and of your 
Common-councel men for the Ciry, and that ſate with you in the Councel ; 
He told me that if 1 did go unto you before the Bench to demand my goods 
and reaſon why they took them from me , that then they: were reſolved to lye 
upon the carch to rake ſame ad upon my words, and ſo to baniſh me 
'out the Town. for that they could never our marrer ſufficient in ſo 
many ri eraryp might have juſt cauſe ro doe it; and therefore he told 
me if 1 diq think e Parliament of England would get the beuer of the 
King, then it were beſt that I did reſt , and let them doe what they would 
with my goods (which I did) which vexed them not a little ; thea they ſeru 
my name, after they had kepr my goods about rwo years, that all thoſe 
CERES hal. or would pretefid any thing. againſt me ſhould come to 
them ;. bur they firſt made ſale of all my Nine Thouſand Books for waſte Pa- 
per , for they wanted the Room, c heparens ro pull down parrt of their 
Old Town-houſe , and Deginning ro build a New ; I lying till and let them 
doc what they would, and 1 opened not wy month, 


Now abour half a year afrey was news that the King was beheaded, in whom 

zur hopes were thar he ſhould prevaile ; I then went unto the ſaid Beningcoch, 

i en a Yrefident , an I demanded a reaſon of him far taking away 
| aw pod a £ll a railing upon me , and rold me that I ought not onely 
to loſe my goods, bur alſo my life 3 for I had alwayes been printing and ſpeak- 
5 by many years together , and thar for all that ever they had done or could 
» I remained the [: e ſtill, and that I nor no ſuch a” were ought robe 
ſuffered to live , bur to bypur to the ſame death or worſe as the King was, and 
that there were none bur Rogues and Rakchels that did approve of his death 


z 


fo away I wear, ſeeing him in his ignorant zealc ſo hor, and 1 reſolyed to 
come for Exg/and to complain untothe Parlic 'aent, and to gat them to appoins 
their Agent Mr; St/ich/aud to examine the bygfincfle, 


Bur within five or ſix dayes after , 1 being delivering a parcel of goods, to - 
the value of fificen pounds worth , comes the under-Schour Bute, md nook mc 
"ay from my goods, 24d delivered it ugto his Couſin, who ſent ic away ; ſo 1 

never 
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© Never had pepny for it ; fo the day afrer I met him again, and demanded of 
"im why he took away my goods , and he called ro his Theitc-leaders and bad 
( them cat:y me to priſon, for the Lords of the Bench had matter againſt ne. 
So after I had lain there five dayes, and no body ſuffered ro come ar me, 1 was 
brought our before the Bench, and there they fell a railing on me, reckoning up 
all the Books thar I had printed againſt the King, as they ſaid , bur eſpecial) 
+ book intituled The Anſwer ta the Anſwer without dears, and thar 1 A 
confc(le, and thar I had given the Underſcourt and his Thiefleadery bad wasds ; 
all which I denicd :: then they mult prove it, bur no proof they had; andthen 
they threarned to rack me, ro draw one joint from another, ſo long as till I had 
confeflcd my ſelt ro be guilty of theſe two lies © then they ſent me back agai 
and did not rack me that day, but would do it next fitting, they ſaid. So, 
or eighe dayes after they ſent, for me our of my dungeon in the priſcn to came 
before them, and thry fell a railing upon me as before, threatning to pain-back 
me upon the Rack to make me confctle the ſaid Book to be my work : ro which 
I anſwered , that ir was contrary to their own Laywes to pug any manupon the 
Rack , burthe thing whereof he is accuſed mult be firſt ckerly proved by rwo 
ſufficient lawful witneſles : then the Preſident Bening _ rold me they needed 
no witnefles, for they knew well that I had long prophefied the ion of 
che King, like as the Book mentioned , and therefore very. likely to be m 
work : to which I begun to ſpeak in anſwer , bur theocommanded the Thick 
lcaders to take me away preſently, who did it with great violence, and ſhut me 
up again in my old dungeon in the priſon. | 


Now they were in a great tofle and rage,and:then. it ſcemed ſought for falſe 
witneſlcs:ard there being a moſt notorious impudent Kgavezone $ettcy George, 
who in Court had inſtituted a ſuir in law againſt an innacenc friendlcfle young 
maid in Amiterdaw, daughter of Samuel Buller of Yarmauth in England, who 
deceaſed at Amfte;dam , and Ictt the ſmall eftate he had to rhis bis daughrer ; 
and this Sa:ten-Gorge having had ſome dcaling with the ſaid Bibler in his lifes 
time, ſought ro have cheared this maid of fix or ſeven hundreg pounds, and had 
begun ſuit againſt her, and I was rexained far the gnaid. againſt the faid Goige z - 
and now when he heard that the Lords. did make out for any one that would 
come in againſt me, to do rhem a friendſhip, then camcs in this © a/#ez-Geoxge- 
and rels them that I had hingercd him of & or oat: which he could haye re- 
covered from the ſaid Maid, had not I becn ber Lawyer , pretending abat the 
Certificate made by one Zacus Mais of Koticrdam. was falle, and thathe gave 
it by the perfwaſioc .* me; ſo this $attcx-Genige was ſent by themiro Reuwndam 
roger this Facus Mais to renounce that which he had £-merly wxicten, and ao © 
fay that - that which he had writ before was by my induftion. So. then, this 
being done, 1 was ferchr our again before them, then there they ſhewed me his * 
a& of revoking what he had befoc> written in witnefle of the truth , bus not 
upon oath, neither was that,'noz yetthis his renunciation. To which I gave for * 
anſwer, Thar I did ſerve in the ſuit tor the Maid againſt Sati:u George,and thar 
upon a time I was going ro Rettc:daxe, the Maid andcher Qverſeers did defire 
me to call at 1acius Mas for his writing of what he in the buſlines knay, like as” 
he had told the Maid and many other before, which wi*zing he gave unto - 
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and I brought with me, bur not upon oath, for I eftceined ir ncedleflc to have ,* 
ita trial, and therefore would not be atthe charge to put him to his oath, which 
he Wus willing to do ; Bur for the truth of that which he wrote, *tis known to # 
twenty and rwenty in Amſte;dam, beſides men that have heard before the ſame 
words out of Satten-George*s and Tacrus May's own mouths, that there are 
written in the ſaid Certificaxe that he delivered me , ſo thar th's plea could do 
them no good: ſo rhe Theet-leaders were commanded to-bring me again. ©, 
my dungeon, 

And about five dayes after 1 was brought hefore them again, and in that 
rime ( they being in a great roſſe what to do with me , and how to anſwer the 
taking away my goods) they reſdyed to pretend a falſe ation againſt me, and 
thereupon to-whip me and baniſh me ; fo I was brought before them again, 
and they xold me: that I muſt now be whipt and/{aniſhed the Town , becauſe 
they had forbid me the Town when they took away my gords , which was two 
years ond a half before, and therefore I had committed contempr in not de- 
parting the Town ; ſo rhe Theef-leaders pulling me ro the whi pping-poſt , 
I ſpake out with a loud yoice,thar it was falſe, and bade them ſearch their Book 
or Rolls, and they ſhould nor find any thing againſt me ; and- that chey had 
nothing to do with puniſhing me for any voluntary thing I did agitate in be- 
half of our Commonwealth of England (of whom 1 was a free narive 11ember) 
withour firſt communicating it unto our Parliament who repreſent us , to ſee 
whether they would own it in whole or part. Whereupon art that time they 
commanded me to be brought back into my dungeon again, and was nor 
whipt. 
ichin two or three dayes after , Mr, Francis Prince an Engliſh Merchaar 
in Amftcrdgey, receiving a Lent trom one Mr, Adam Feznings a Merchant in 
London, who had been with me to viſit me in priſon, and had knowledge of m 
buſinefſe, did write, that he Mr.P;ince ſhould tell me , that by the nexr Poſt 
ſhould come a Letrer from the Councel of State unto our Agent in the Hague 
for him to come to Amſterdam to examine the buſineſs berween the Lords an 
me. Mr.Prince reporting this upon the Exchange, they carne to hear of ir, and 
thinking to prevent Mr. $t1igh/ands coming (as they did) came preſently tothe 
priſon and call'd me our before them , and pronounced theſe following words : 
we the Lords®f the Bench da forbid you this (ity , and that ſor the Fpace of four 
years, that jbu ſhail.zot cotue within an houres going of it, All withour ever a 
word why or wherefore they forbad me tne town. So 1 was brought and turn'd 
our of the gates by a Theet-leader , as they do theeves after they have received 
their puniſhment ; that they might make me an examp!- {or the whole town, 
that none might dare Epen their mouths in bebalf of our Parliaments cauſe ; 
for ſoche Prelident Beningcock often rold me, they had and would make me an 
example for the whole rown. Bur thus God confounds the wiſdome of the wiſe, 
For none of our Nation in the world knows;hem, and their proceedings, and 
their -lawcs berter then I do, by reaſon I have been there above twenty year2s 
a PraQitioner in%heir Laws, and ſhall atſcover what a moath they have al- 
wayes -been unto Eng/avd, ( in place where they ought to have been grarcful 
unto.us) and will alwayes be if we let them alone, , 

9 Thu 


Thus I being turned out of Town, I wrote to them deliring to know where- 
© fore they did turn mz out of Town, ſeeing they had proved nothing againſt 
"ne, much nor little, (not the leaſt cittle that they dare ayouch, till the 
Scots Kl.ug be maſter over us, from whoſe power I hope God will delive © us) 
And that they would {end me an Act ( our of their Roll ) of my ſentence, 


bur I could ger none, 
ThenT addreſt my ſe!f unto our Agent in rhe Hague, Maſter alter Strich- 


.,and he wrote unto them to know the reaſori why they turned me our of 
che rown,and had before taken away my goods,and denied me the benefit ofthe 
law to recover my Eſtate out of other mens hands as they are owing unto me ; 
but they would not anſwer hin! ncicher one way nor other, for they thoyghr 
and doe ſtill to delay untill they ſee the £*ots King in his fathers ſtead 
above the Parliament, and the Parliament wholly overthrown, which they 
would have to be, and then rhey would ſhew him at large how zealous they 
had been for him in proſecuting of me. 

1. And now my Lord Amballador,this is torcquire reſtitution of my Eſtate 
of 26000 gilders which they took from me, and wherein they denied to do me 
right when in Am{tc:dam ; therefore I do demand payment with the intereſt 
and charges from the time- that you denied me right, and from the times you 
rook away my goods aforeſaid. 

2. I demand farisfa&ion for thoſe men, whoſe writings were taken away 
from me by the aforeſaid Lords of Amſterdam, when. they plundered me ; 
bur moſt eſpecially ſarisfation in rhe caſe of zralter Batman,and Danell Win: h 
in theit cauſe againſt Nicaſius Frappe, who have. been kept from thr righe 
by the corruption of your Courts about 29.years from 52000. gilders, which 
rightly belongs unto them and by the afſiſtance of Maſter Michae! Paw, one 
of the Judges of the Bench, and (aro! Lootc 1, and Fobn webſtar, andtheſe 
by the invention of the ſaid Michael! Paw, would have defrauued the ſaid 
Batman and #7. the ſurnme of 1500, gilders more inthe faid cauſe, pro- 
viding that if they did finniſh that ſumme, that this Frappe. ſhould deliver over 
chither 5 2000. gilders in goods unto us ; but we ſecing and finding the falſe- 
nels of the ſa;d Paw in many things before, whereby we did ſee that he in- 
tended to cheat us of 1500. gilders, or clfc he thought thar the ſaid Batman 
and !! ich knew no way how to procure 15e0. gileers, and fo muſt be torſt.ro 
Ict Frappe alone with all their goods 5 20co. gilders worth ; fo hat our Ad- 
vocate Kock ſaid, ſure it was a plot to chear us 15Qs. gilders more: 

Then we conſulted what todo, ſceirig thatno reaſon would ſerve ths Pawes 
turn, we thought beſt to keep a purle 6t Swedes money, and a purſe of Ho{- 
{ande7s, and pur it j* > bag each apart, and the greater part Swedes by farre, 
and to rrie Mather Paw would give away the Hol/an”'s unto Frappe or not, 


betorcihe had delivered or thewed us where our aforeſaid 52000, gilders of 
goods was ; which raing according to our imagination Paw d:d, andall the 
Hollands moncy he gave untothe {1d Frappe, and bid us go to law before the 
Honogen Radt in the Hague for our goods if we would,and fo we were cheated of 
this Ho{{29ads money more, and our .iorefaid goods alſo co t}s day.. Then this 
Paw did {o!l:qze inche Hague in this Frappes behalf, ard many hard words and 
writings pafſcd between himand 1 ; but he was fo impudent and fo powerfull,” 
an 


>——  — 
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TT or fict] e in the Hoogin Radt we were ſerved with-them 
and his own brother ing Jadge nf - - xo" 1, by udge Fafentd rk 


| Sr ee He 
as formerly we were dead,and.the other put from the Bench for briberi-,:whick. 


then ene 
we Frofly had long-followe befare whom we could never get any right, ® 


Now 'this Car0/1s Loot-n find Webſtar doe and have done whatſoever they 
can all along this 16, yeares rogether ro keep me from » definitive ſentence 
againſt Frappe, becauſe thy” there was 2512. gilders, which ſhould have re 
mained in the hands of them, untill the buſineſs was determined berwixt Fr app): 
and us ; bur ir ſeerns that Paw was too ſubtle for them as well as us, and he 
poes to the than which had made ſale of {ome goods of ours, and takes 
Frappe with him and takes away the money, {o that I ftippoſe Looten nor 
webbas doth juſtly know how tity ſharcd ir; Hut it is well to imagine. 
Noiv this Paw is come to deecaſe this life, and his ſon is come to the Bench 
and is my bitter enemy, and had a great liandas Fell as Bemngcoch in affront- 
ing me; the reaſon, becauſe he knowes that by right I ought to have this 2512 
ders iti the firſt place, befides much more goods which Frappe (ayes he de- 
Felivercd into their three hands z therefore they do all that ever they can 
veainſt me : and thus have theſe rwo Merchants Waller Batman and Daniel 
winch been kept from their Eſtates by wicked praQices of the great men which 
oughr to have done them Juſtice almoſt 20. yeares agoe, and I my ſelf have 
been at infinite charges and pains to follow it ; and this Frappe hath all this 


time doinineredin Pluſh and Velyer every day; and he had not aforthing yr 


the worJd bur what was Batmans and inches, and they themſelves were with 
their Families brought by him to povertic, and many more of their creditors 
brought'to miſery, and periſhed in priſon for want, 

So that if you will not give usfatisfaion in theſe two points eſpecially, then 
we ſhall be(Forced to ger letters of Repriſall or Mart, from our Parliament, 
(whereby we may right our ſelves) which can not be denied us by them ; for 
they are to ſee our wrongs righted, for ro whom we yield ſubjeQion, trom 
them muſt we receive protection, elſe ſhall our enemics be made rich by us, as 
you are enriched by us, but now eſpecially within the tune ſince our warres be- 
gan ; For ou like Zdomitcs have. behaved your ſelves t&vards us,in the c y- 
ing out in all your Houſes, (Towns and Cir.es, Down-with us, down with us ; 
and ſtrengthening the power of our encmy, and eycry way dealing more 
wickedly by t, then thoſe £"domites did by the 1/ſraelites in the time of their 
perſecution, as the Prophet Obadiah phe whole Chapter ar large declares, 
and Pſalme 137.7.1.reaſon thus, The injuries that you did us then, were worſe 
and greater then any Nation did us, nay greater then all the wrongs that were 
done us by all the Natzons in the world : Then confidet* ate little reaſon thar 
you had above any inci world to be our encmies,ſfeeing thar we inthe time of 
yo perſecution by your King, were your onely beſt aſſiſtance, with the 


ofle of many healer of our lives and moneyes, all was for you with all wil- 

lingneſſe; how many thouſands of Gentlemd? of great eſtate have gone over to 
you, and aſſiſted you in the wars, and have had their rents remitted them 
over every balf yeare, and they have ſpent it, when as they might have 1:ved 
at home and ſpent their monics in houſ-kee ping to the profit of both poore 
and rich? and now you fo ungratefully ro reward us, by ſutfering no _ to 
Ve 
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live in your town , that will:dare to ſay thar our Charles Stunt was lawfull pur 
, to death, who walked in a worſe way then the King of Spain did towards = 

And th-n to kill our Ambafſador Dr.Do#iſlars, and to cover it with a M: 1date 
« ofdiflimulation. And alſo by making your Havens a free place for all thieves 
which took our goods ar ſea, to bring into your Haveiis and ſell them, withour 
ever acknowledgment of Admiralty , wherher good priſe or not ; fo thar your 
Country ws like Tus or Argier, free for all RIgues which could bring our 
hips er goods which they had ſtole from ts, might freely do it. And you de- 
nied us to have any benefit of your own lawes, for recovery of our ſhips. and 
goods ; which never before was'lenied'to any Nation with whom you were in 
alliance, as we were and are as yet with you's Nay, when our own Servants 
ran _ with nine ſhips together , and knew no plaze to bring them into bur 
ro you, they brought them ro Goyee, and there you protected them with agreat 
Fleet of your ſhips of war, ceaſiſting of 14 or 15 great ſhips; ſo that when we 
ſent my Lord of /Yarwich for them,we were denied by you and your Admiral 
which guarded them ; and ar that time what a number of Mcichants ſhips 
were taken and brought in to Goree and: other of your Havens, the. value of 
which amounted to many runs of gold, and no right you would grantus : this 
was an unthankful requital to us , for that we before ſuffered you to come 
into rhe Downs and take the Spaniſh Fleer , which we knew not whether they ' 
meant aſiy harm againſt us, bur we knew that the Spanzard and you were 
enemies , and we fricnds , yet neverthelcfle ſuffered you ro come and take 
them. 7 

Another ungrateful requital to us, was when one of Cha;ls Stuaits Caprains, 
namely Brownbuſhel, had taken like a theef, in the river by .Ankeu/on, one of 
your Merchants ſhips richly laden worth abor”2 a tun'ot gold , and in the ſea 
was met with many dayes atter by one of our ſh'ps, and taken, aud was good 
priſe ro us according to the Sea-law z and this Caprain Brownbuſhe! afterward 
raken himſelf and brought inco Amite;dam , and there impriſoned for this ex- 
ploit for a Sea-Pirate (as he was) and then your States of Ho{{avd and Magi- 
{trares of Amſterdam petitioned unto our Parliament to have the aforeſaid 
ſhip and goods agai.. , alrhough they were good priſe by the rule of the Ser - 
law unto us : which ſaid Petition was granted , an* the thip and goods again, 
only that they ſhould nor ler the ſaid B/9w7buſhe! go our of priſon ithour their 
further conſent ;- yea he lay under arreſt by the Cc /ners of the ſ1id ſhip and 
goods, for ſatisfation tothem for the c':.arges and damage thar :they had re- 
ccived by him through his raking of the ſaid ſhip , for which they demanded 
600!. The cauſe was pleaded by Advocates before the Bench , and the Bench 
never regarded the C..ctuſion of the demand of the plairiff, nor yer of the de- 
fendant, bur abſolved him trom the apprehenſion and ſer him free out of priſon, 
that he might go a theeving for ro do more m'ſchief again, like as he did. 
Now I demand whether ever they could ſhew more unparallePd ungratcfulnes 
then in this point ? ? 

Shortly tollowing this , one of yor-- Men of war art fea roo}- a Pirate ( who 
was a Hotander ) with two Priſes thar he had taken from us , being two grear 
Hull-ſhips richly taden with Cloth and: Ketfies ; which ſaid Pirate with theſe 


vwo Hull-ſhips your man of war broughe to Amiterdam , ahd put the Pirate in 
B priſon 


AW De 


_ 


priſon for a lirtle rime,and then-ler him our 


ain 2: then onr Merchanrs of Hl 


ro whon the goods and two ſhips did belong, did ſeek unto you for to have their j 
ſhipgand goods reſtored ; and thus ſoliciting they followed you two years or( 
thereabour,tor to have ſenrence againſtThis Piraz,which coſt them many thou» #® 
ſands , and inthe interita Moths and Rars had miſerably ſpoiled their goods ; 


and then your States and:Judges told them plainly , that they would nor give 
= Fane. , burif _ wl.1d they might agree with the fid Ppate, which 
they were conſtrained to do, and give him 8000]. as | beſt remember, ſo thary 
the remedy was worſe then the diſcaſe. This was a bad requital for that which 
our Parliament had done for them , in deliwring back the ſhip and- goods 
which Br ownbafhel rook from ygu in-like kind , upon the earneſt perſwaſion 
and ſo!licitation of your Starcs and Magiſtratey of Amſtcrdam , promiſing thar 
you would-do the like ro them when it thould ___ ro us, which now hapned: 
Juſt the like, which recompence you have denied £5; ler every man judge whe- 
ther you have notdone in th's like as in all other things, dealt moſt wngrate- 
fully by us, like the perfidious Scots, 

Again, how ſtrongly have you ſtrengthened the hands of our mortal ene- 
mics w:th monicsand ammunition, and ſtrong convoyes to _ itro Charles 
Stuart, ro our great damage and bloodſhed , ar one time above the reft with 7 
men of war to bring it with the Queen alſo : and fo likewiſe you have afliſted 
the ſon young (Gharles with many runs of gold ar a time ( under the Colour of 
lending it the Prince of Orange) — he was able to go torhe Iſle of Si!y, 
and ſer Gur ſhips to rob and rake our rich Merchant-thips ; 1c-that he did do- 
minecr there a long time, taking our _ and giving commitlions to all fores 
&: Rogues tor torake our ſhips, as they did and do ſtill; and ſometime in their 
in.quity me dealr equally, tor g1cy rook ſome of your ſhips of good worth and 
made plundcr of them, ſo that che old proverb is in part fallen upon you, v7. 
Haim watch, harm catch, 

Bur what ſhalt 1.ſay 2 the time will notavail me to ſpeak of thoſe infinite 
injurics and lotles that we have received , which I my felt have ſeen done unto» 
us by them : Beſides their tyrannical torturing and murder of our people in 
Fai-Indies ar Amboyaa , where they by violence uſurpeÞ$our place of trade, 
rortured-our Factors and M2rchants there to force them to conteſte a lic, that 
they might qtave ſome colour for their monſtrous covetous villany , and ſo 
they pollefi& our place of rf:de to this day. Alſo what abundance of our Mer- 
chansThips have they taken richly ladcn , rowards the ſouth and alſo the weſt, 
and at. them into their Ports in Braſiland other places, and have ſet our 
men aſhore in deſolate places, that they might never come home to make re- 
port; and you have nFde our ſhips and goods priſe , utiucy prerence that they 
wcre rencgadoes,and no redrefle we could have ; and then our Merchants have 
ſpent many thouſands in ſuit ro you for redrefig, but never could obtain it : fo 
x Han the remedy hath proved as bad,and logerimes worſe then the diſeaſe ; for 
I have known many undo themſelyes by foitowing of your Lords in Holtand, 
and could: ger nogighr of them. F 

Nay, what a moth hqth your Ho/{and been to our Nation 2 How many thou- 
ſznd of our Engliſh Merchants have been undone by trading into Holland, by 
reaſon that they.unaſt and unto what men pleaſe ro do with them, when they. 

ac 
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are in trading with,or any thing lying in their hands. If he be a Burgher, that 
is, a Houſekeeper and Freeman of the Town, a man can never arreſt him, 
whereby he might have ood Bail, c- preſently have ſentence : but wi..1 you, 
if a man will goto law, the remedy is commonly worſe then the diſcaſe, as 1 
could inſtance in a world of our Nation in my time, that have bcen devoured by 
your pcople and your laws, ſo thatyou are becqme rich by us, and many thon- 
* zands of us undone by you ; bur only the Cloth-Staple-Company ar Rotterdam 
keeps up with you , bur the reaſon is becaule they have a Parene of Priviledges 
from yaur Statcs that you will gran: to none elſe, and they are bred up among ft 
ou and know your tricks, and yet they will nor truſt one of you with a pecce of 
Cloth for 14 daycs, but they will cake a Bi;. or Bond of him,or elſe they miglir 
tun in law long cnough ; and yct ſometimes they .a!fo are forced tocall rhem 
to law, and ſomerimes long delayed ; but then the Company hath «,priviledge, 
that ifa man pla; Bankrupt, and give over all to his creditors, that none touch 
his perſon, yer it any of the ſaid Company be a Creditor, he may touch his per- 
ſon and lay him in priſon till he be fully farished, only he muſt pay fer his dycr 
124aday tor as long as he pleaſe ro keep him there. 


- T have heard, that not long ſince you have been fo proudly ſer againſt us. 
that it came to moſt Voices, /rhethe; you ſhould make wai's againſt 11s, or no ? 
Bur it ſecms there were ſome wiſer thea ſome among you, t'-at it went not tor- 
ward. Bur let me tell you, that irwere good, and beſt war tor. protit for our 
Scamen to have wars againſt you: tor all your maintenance comes to you by 
ſca,and paſleth backward and {>rward all betore our doors, I mean our Havens, 
which you cannot eſcape to make a Voyage through the Chanel, the way thar 
all your riches muſt cone , bur cirher going or coming you wil' be torced ints 
one or other of our Havens by contrary winds ; Bur if you could mifle our 
Havens,how will you eſcape our Men of war that lie upon all our Coaſts 2 

Bur it may be-you will ſay , char } xn will go with your Men of war alſo. 1, 
but tharwill deyoure you ar laſt, and that in thort time; for every Flect or ſhip 
muſt have five or ix Men of war with them , that gocs through the Chanel by 

Dower, for our Men of war lic in the Downs continually mcre or leſſe, fochar 
it would be hor paſling the Channel for you ; how long would you be able to 
maintain this charge » And if you could trade fr-e at ſea , wh.t would you do 
for vent for what you bring from Weſt and t:aft > doth not Qur 3 Nations 
England Ireland and Scotland vedt tne greateſt part * ir were happy for us thar 
we had wars with you ; then our Merchants ſhould not be at any more lofle by 
trading among _., and it would be profitable tor our men of war ar ſea. 


Tf you had wars with us, what would become of your Trade upen our Coafts 
for Fiſhing, whereby your common ſort of people have their food , and you 
drive a great trade behde intc ther Countries with the Pickel'd-Herrings 2 
Nay, if you had wars with us, in a ſhort time what would become of above the 
one half of your ordinary Merchants and Fa&ors,and Brokers and ſhopkeepers, 
which have their living by rhe Englith crade conſiſt.1g of our three Nations ; 
which when you have wars with us, yott ſhall find by your caſe , that ar yeares 
end you thall nor have reccived halt " monies for . Zuſtome as gow you do. 
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E know that the greateſt profic would be for us and our Sea-men, to fetch 
others Commodirics our ſelves, and carry ours to them, as you do, and ſp take 
the wile profir to our ſelves in the veneing them where you do, and alſo in 
the returns from thence ; ,for you do but run b:tr-:17 the Bark and the Tree, 
and all with our goods like Haglers and Huckſters ; fo that You ſheare the 
S- ep, and we the Hogs, But Iyhope we ſhall be wiler for time to come , than 
ro maintain you for the moſt part ro go every day in Silk and Velvyer; Clorh 
is almoſt become an execrable thing ; ſcarce a man is to be {cen upon your 
Amfte:dam-Exchange that hath a Cloth-ſuir upgp his back , except ir be upon 
ſtrangers backs ; and we may pur, off our Hats to this wh'ch ſprings from us, 
but cannot poſleſſe it ; it is not a IFfle gricf and yexarion to ſee them domineer 
before our taces daily with our goods, and we muſt ſtand and [ce ir, and can 
have no law'to help us, Bur if all our Merchants andrTraders were of my mind, 
they would turn their trade another way ; whith doing , I kn&y that the great- 
eſt part of the trade that is drove in your country, is drove by you with us, aud 
us with you , by means of our commodities which you rrade withal to other 
Nations backwards and forwards , and when you thall come to miſle the half 
of your trade, your people ſhall firſt murmur and pine and come to poverty, 
and then ſhall come ro ſce how they have bcen deluded by you of the Arminian 
fa&tion, which are now crept into the ſeat of juſtice and government ; aud the 
common people, with thoſe of the well-afte&cd Magiſtrates and Rulers, ſhall 
ſtand up and take courſe with theſe proud Arminian ſpirits, as we have done 
with Strafford and (anterbuiy, Montroſe and the reſt , beſides their Captain 
great Charles, and beſides all the Judges of the 3-hole Land , whom we turned 
met part our of rheir places, and fined them alſo , for negle& of doing right 
and juſtice in El things as they oufcht to have done. 


I will not be fo large in this as I might ; . for it's not I that can keep you from 
attempting evil, until ir fall upon your own heads, The Prophet Micah gave 
Ahab warning enough that he ſhould nor go up to Ramoth-Gilead to warre 
againſt che Aſſjr4ans , thar if he did he ſhould fall: ſo mui lefſe will you 
believe me, who du not on my ſelf out for a Propher nor the ſonne of a Pro. 
pher 3 yet I muſt nor bely the Spirir, for God teaches now by the ſame Spirit 
as he did in old fime , alchoug\ neither then nor now to all in one manner nor 
meaſure,as the Scriprures at large declare, 1 (07.12. 4,5,&c, 

But now we muſt make diſtinQion berween Spirits conſiſting of good and 
bad ; there was a Spirit that raught the Propher Micah and the reſt of the 
Prophers and Apoſtles and Evangcliſts, which was the T.2.1lible Spirir of 
rruth, 

Now the word Prophet confiſts of two ſorts of qualifications in men , as the 
Scriptures hold out unto us, that is of immediate and of mediate. 'And firſt of 
the immediate Prophets , they were moſt brofhr up in ordinary callings, as 
ſhepheards, Cowheards,&c. which were men yrithout humane School-learning, 
but were immediately ſent by the Spirit of God,who ſent them to the Iſraelites 
ro preach unto them the nfcfIage of the Lord, and eſpecially in ſetting out the 
beauty of Jeſus Chriſt, who was before typified unto them by the Lamb flain, 


and many other ordinances in ſacrifices , which was indeed the Jewes goſpel, 
it 
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if chey had rightly underſtood them, which few among them nor their learned 
Aabbies did ; therefore the Lord dd our of love to his ſend his mefſenger* the 
Prophets, riſing up carly and lying dov.n late, to forewarn them of evil, and 
ini/ghten them in the way of fa'varion by Chr. ; and all whatſoever they de- 
clared unto the Church of rhe Jews, was infallible et: uths of God. 

| Now the *cond fort of Prophets are thoſe medi te, they which have ſtudied 

1 Schools and do exerciſes among the congregation of the godly, who are con- 
gregated rogerher ro worthip the Lord in ſpirit and truth; and indeed cyery 
man ought to be a Propher, you and every maſter of a family ought to perform 
alſo che duty of K:ng, Pricſt and Propher ; a King in well ruling, a Prieſt in 
offering up prayer and praiſes ard thankſg,ving unto God,a Profit by teaching 
exhorting and inſtructing his family. And this work of prophefic bv inftruR- 
ing che brethren of what eſta. ſocver , every man ought art all rimes readily ro 
admin'ſtcr, as the y.crſon or perſons, time and place ſhall give opportunity, 
whether ir be in the publike congregation, or to inſtruct and {er forth the glory 
and loving-kindnefic of God unto poor weak and diſtreſled fouls. 

Now tor the men which come by propheſie by humane learning and ſtudy 
in the Univerſities, which rhey do endeavour tor eloquence to teach the word, 
this'is alſo good , if with an honeſt heart they do uſe it: But all theſe we are 
not to beuieve to be ſent by a like infallible ſpirit, as may well appear by many 
reaſons : for win theſe mediate men ſpeak (learned or unlea.ncd) they arc 
referred to the juigment of the hearers the Prophets , asat large you m: y read 
in 1 C0/.14.29. and yet you may fee that rhe Apoſtle exhorterh every man to 
endeavour to reach in the Coungreyation , as wr, 1, & 39. and the Apoſtle 
confirms this to be the will of God, that men thould do fo, as vc7.3 7. 

This then being ſo, that none of mediate humane learning can Arm truly 
that whatſoever they preach is intall;ble ; why then do you ſuffer thoſe two 

ailing Shmer's at A mSterdam , which you do maintain to preach in the Eng- 
1:h Church , and affirm that they have power as being Gods Prophets ſent by 
him, to curſe the Government and Governours of this vur Nation(your ftiends) 
2nd tothis end you pay them a marter of 3col. a year ; and yer you ger no 
more by it, nor they can do you no more good , the: Ba/aain could do his ma- 
ſter Balak , although their pulpirs were as high as the hills Ba/aam went up to 
fnd 0+ portunity ro curſe Iirael z and yer you will no put theſe Balaams out of 
ſerv:cc. If curing and damning and drirting would have done it, it had been 
done long ago by that w.icked crew of Cayalicts, you necded not to have given 
wages to thele Bal/2ams todoirt; For the rightcouſneſſe of God 1s not ſubctt 
unto the wrath of mea.., which if it had, we had been \ong ago conſumed ; 
Eut the I ord hath: made a promiſe to us in Abraham, thar he would bleſſe thoſe 
that bliſſews, and curſe thoſe that eniſe us; in the fulfilling of which promiſe 
the Lord hath gloriouſly appeared unto us. 


I had thought to have enlarged and --rore another ſheer , bur other occaſions 
call me away : Bur it you do not give me fatisfaftion in theſe rwo Demands, 
then I ſhall write rhe rctt, and let you have it to your lintle comfort. Your old 
games which you were wont to play will do you no good now,which was bribe- 
ing of nien in great pla.c, and tlattery and tawning, and far promiſes withour 


pete , 


"I 
CLAD 4 


T4) 
= - - 2 bat now-Cort-ricbt, (you know well what that is to ſay) or elſe, * 

_ .- : a eckicr way witle you. 'Bur now I muſt conclude in k f 
.  Fanymaikamongſt you take offence ar any thing thar I have written, him- @ 
yg ſelf beingnotguilty, zcither had any hand in this buſines , ler him be content 
4 and quitr,for mean not him. And for thoſe-that are guilty,it they be oftend- 
"Fl -- 'IÞ £d;1& then) bear with me, gand conſider how many yeares together they have 

"REI unjuſtly miade-me to ſuffer, and do {till by them , the like was never hear®Y 

any Nation' with whom we were-in alliance , as they have dealt by me , who 
have been ſo good a BenefaQor unto their Land as I bave been. 1 was the firſt 
bringer ir the printing-of the Epgliſh Bible in Amſterdam, neer 20 years "20, 
and after I had printed. many itpreſſions, many more. took it in hand ; ſo thar 
2 il by this means dence of their poorer fort of people were {ct on work , and 
' .and many ſuch of them as were my. ſeryants , af: by my means become rich 
LE: © men amongſt you, all which hath been a great profit unb» your Country ; by 
Ka which means 1 brought the price of Bibles in England from 4*. 64, in quires, 
bl - ' 1015.64, which alwayes before had been kepr ar 44.64. beſides abundance of 
by lirtle and great Books of divine” nature which I printed , and ather men allo, 
by - -* becauſe berethe Bookſellers held thera at three rimes the price that they were 
E: , *worth ; yea, Lhave ordinarily fold for 64. that which the Bookſellers made the 
('' people pay 2?,j8c, Secondly, I was there a PraQtitioner in the Civik Law, ,my 
' advice and cobnlel was free to all chat were of mean cſtate, I would neither 
© rake yyony nor mony-worthz I was a friend ro thoſe of qur three Nations 
char could not underſtand the ſpeech; my purſe was asready to y thoſe men 
that had buſines.inlaw, my mony and my%abour and all went readily to thoſe | 

thar elſe muſt have loſt all for, want of abiliry to follow ſuit, Bur I muſt reſ ar 
thisrime;C:eferring;you to what I have written, 

; Ag» 


London, Septemb.26, | 
1 6 5 0. Tho : Craford. 
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